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2024 RESTAURANTS AWARDS CEREMONY

24 years of The Definitive(ly) Good
Guide to Restaurants in Malta & Gozo

De Mondion top survey
rated best overall
restaurant in Malta.

The Definitive(ly) Good Guide to
Restaurants awards ceremony, sponsored
by the Malta Tourism Authority, Global
Payments and The Ministry for Agricul-
ture, Fisheries & Animal Rights with the
Parliamentary Secretariat for Fisheries,
Aquaculture & Animal Rights, held its an-
pual restaurant awards ceremony on 4
December at The Grand Hotel Excelsior.
The awards celebrated the outstanding
achievement of Malta & Gozo's top survey
rated restaurants as voted by diners who
participated in the Malta & Gozo
Restaurant online survey in September.
Based on diner voting, only 150
restaurants make it to be incduded free in
the The Definitive(ly) Good Guide to
Restaurants in Malta & Gozo and on its
official portal www.restourantsmalta.com.

The team at de Mondion was rated top
overall restaurant for 2024.

The results were revealed by Lisa Grech,
managing director of the Definitive(ly)
Good Guide Co. and presented by Carina
Dimech for the MTA, Adrian Cachia from
Global Payments, Alicia Bugeja Said, par-
liamentary secretary for Fisheries, Aqua-
culture and Animal Rights and Mark
Ciantar of Continental ing on
behalfl of Schonwald, Germany who

pplied the beautiful ative
award plates for the occasion.

This year’s Malta & Gozo restaurant sur-
vey returned a high number of responses,
with 4,143 partiapants who dined out on

one to twice a week, equivalent to
a total of 323,154 dining experiences in a
year. The katest edition of the guide sees 45
new restaurants in the The Definitive(ly)
Good Guide to Restauraats in Malta & Gom,
which was la an the evening,

The information in the guide is also in-
cluded In its portal www restaurants-
malta.com which was also launched on the
evening,

The Top 40 award-winning restaurants
were taken from the highest rated restau-
rants taking into account their overall
rating, the number of people rating, com-
ments and other data from the survey. The
top 40 restsurants winning award plates
in order from maost highly rated were:
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Official commemorative plate presented to Malla & Gozo's top survey rated 40
restaurants on the evening
» de Mondion « MUZA
» The Phoenix * UnderGrain
» Level Nine by Oliver Glowig » Venluno
* La Mer « Ta' Tona
« Sale by Tarragon = Da Luigi
« Dinner in the Sky * Acqua Blu
* The BoatHouse Gozo = Noni
e Scala « ll-Bitha
« OneB0 Valletta « Barbagean
« Don Royale » TemptAsian
= Step 15 » Galea's Kitchen
« Azar « The Roeflop at the Embassy
= Caviar & Bull * Root 81
= The Aft Galley = Palazzo Preca
« Ta'Ron * Maggie's
* Rebekah's * Grotto Tavern
« Bastion Bar & Restaurant * Lovage
« Beppe's Additional awards in different categories
= Fernando's were also made:
« Bacchus * Best Food (sponsored by American
« L'Orangerie Express) - The Phoenix
« Onda Blu * Best Ambience (sponsored by Cesca's)
* Venus - de Mondion

* Best Service (sponsored by Spiteri
Catering) - de Mondion

= Restaurant Most Dedicated
Supporting Local, Best Local Fish
Restaurant & Best Local Wine List
(sponsored by The Ministry for
Agniculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights
& Parliamentary Secretariat for Fish-
eries, Aquaculture and Animal Rights) -
[I-Kartell, La Mer and Al Sale respectively

« Best Restaurant in Gozo (spoasored by
The Ministry for Gozo) - Level Nine by
Oliver Glowig

* The Best Chefl Award (sponsored by
Pentole Agnelli represented exclusively
by The Catering Centre) - Marvin Ganc

= Best Newcomer (sponsored by Bookia)
- Level Nine by Oliver Glowig

= Most Children-Friendly Restaurant
(sponsored by the Malta Baby & Kids Di
rectory) - Don Royale

« Best Maltese Restaurant (sponsored
by Malta Tounsm Authority) - Diar i-
Bojet

= Most Romantic Restaurant
Bull

» Best Value for Money Restaurant -
The Aft Galley

= Favourite Café (sponsored by Buondi,
represented by Nestle Mailta) - Busy Bew

* Restaurant with Livellest Atmosphere
- Aki

Cavar &

The Definitive(ly) Good Guide to Restan-
rants in association with Abraham's Sup-
plies Co. Ltd Wine Awards were as follows:
* The People’s Choice Wine List (taken
from the results of the surveys): Caviar
& Bull
Best Overall Wine List: Fernando’s
* Best Preseated & Designed Wine List:

Hammett's Monastik
* Besl Wiae by Lhe glass selection: Fer-
pando’s
Best Champagne Wine List: Gracy’s
= Best Italian Selection Wine List: de
Mondion
Best Port Wine List: Country Terrace

The results of the Restaurant Survey can
be found in the 2024 edition of The Defini
tive(ly) Good Guide to Restaurunts in Malta
and Gozo which is now available to
purchase online for €8 via www restou
rantsmalta.com. It is also available at lead-
ing stationers and bookshops in Malta and

Gozo.
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Mdina’s De Mo

ndion rated best overall

restaurant in Malta in annual survey

Definitive(ly) Good Guide to Restaurants awards ceremony held on Decernber 4

Fine dining restanrant De Mon
dion was rated top overall
restaurant for 2024 at The
Pefinitive(ly) Good Cuide to
Restanrants awards ceremony
beld on December & at The
Grand Hotel Excelsior.

The awards celebrated the
achicvements of Malta and
Gozo's top survey rated restan-
rants as voted by diners out who
participated in the Malta & Gozo
Restaurant Survey online at
www.restaurantsmalta.com in
September. Based on diper vot
ing, only 150 restaurants make
it to be included free in the The
Definitive(ly) Good Guide (o
Restaurants in Malta & Gozo and
on its official portal.

The results were revealed by
Lisa Grech, managing director
of the Definitive(ly) Good Guide
Co. and presented by Carina
Dimech for the Malta Tourism
Authority, Adrian Cachia from
Global Payments, Anton Refalo,
Minister for Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Animal Rights, Alicia

ugeja Said, Parli y Sec-

retary for Fisheries, Aquacul-
ture and Animal Rights, and
Mark Ciantar of Continental
Purchasing on behalf of Schon-
wald, Germany, who supplicd
the commemorative award
plates for the occasion.

45 new
restaurants are
included in the
latest edition of
the guide

This year's Malta & Gozo
Restaurant Survey returned a
high number of responses, with
4,143 participants who dined
oul on average one Lo two limes
a week, equivalent to a total of
323,154 dining experiences in a
year.

Forty five new restaurants are
included in the latest edition of
The Definitive(ly) Good Guide ta
Restaurunts in Malta & Gozo,
which was launched during the
evening. The information in the
guide is also included on its por
tal www.restaurantsmalta.com.

The top 40 award winning
restaurants were Laken from the
highest ruted restaurants taking
into account their overall rat
ing, the number of people rat
ing, comments and other data

ant with Alicia

Repr of De
and Animal Rights.

from the survey. The top 40
restaurants winning award
plates in order from most highly
rated were: de Mondion, The
Phoenix, Level Nine by Oliver
Glowig, La Mer, Sole by Tar
ragon, Dinner in the Sky, The
BoatHouse Gozo, Scala, One80
valletta, Don Royale, Step 15,
Azar, Caviar & Bull, The Aft Gal
ley, Ta' Rozi, Rebekah's, Bastion
Bar & Restaurant, Beppe's, Fer
nando’s, Bacchus, LOrangerie,
Onda Blu, Venus, MUZA, Under
Grain, Ventuno, Ta’ Tona, Da
Luigi, Acqua Blu, Noni, Il Bitha,
Barbajean, TemptAsian, Galea's
Kitchen, The Rooftop at the Em
bassy, Root 81, Palazzo Preca,
Maggie’s, Grotto Tavern and
Lovage.

Additional awards in different
categories were made:

« Best food (sponsored by
American Express: The Phocnix;

+ Best ambience (sponsored
by Cesca’s): de Mondion;

« Best service (sponsored by
Spiteri Catering): de Mondion;

« Restaurant most dedicated
1o supporting local, best local
fish restaurant and best local
wine list (sponsored by The Min
istry for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Animal Rights & Parliamen
tary Secretarial for Fisheries,
Aquaculture  and Animal
Rights): 1} Kartell, La Mer and AJ
Sale respectively;

« Rest restaurant in Gozo (spon
sored by The Ministry for Gozo):
Level Nine by Oliver Glowig:

« The best chef award (spon
sored by Pentole Agnelli repre
sented exclasively by The
Catering Centre): Marvin Gauci;

« Best newcomer (sponsored
by Bookia): Level Nine by Oliver
Glowig:

* Most children friendly
Restaurant (sponsored by the
Malta Baby & Kids Directory):
Don Royale;

« Best  Maltese  restaurant
(sponsored by Malta Tourism
Authority): Diar il Boiet;

« Most romantic restaurant:
Caviar & Bull;

« Best value for money restan
rant: The Aft Galley:

« Favourite calé (sponsored by
Buondi represented by Nestle
Malta): Busy Bee;

* Restaurant with liveliest at
mosphere: Akl

The Definitive(ly) Good Guide
to Restaurunts in association
with Abraham's Supplics Co. Lid
wine awards were as follows:

« The people's choice wine list
(taken from the results of the
surveys): Caviar & Bull;

+ Best overall wine list: Fer
nando’s;

« Best presented and designed
wine list: Hammett's Monastik;

* Best wine by the glass sclec
tion: Fernando's;

ja Said (

d from left), Par

« Best champagne wine lst
Gracy's:

« Best Italian selection wine
list: de Mondion;

« Best port wine list: Country
Terrace.

All the resulis of the restaurant
survey can be found in the 2024
edition of The Definitive(ly) Good
Guide to Restaurants in Malta and
Gozo which is now available to

e

y Secretary for Fisheries, Aquaculture

purchase online at www.restau
rantsmalta.com. It is also avail
able at leading stationers and
boukshops in Malta & Goxzo.

The awards ceremony was spon
sored by the Malta Tourism Au
thority, Global Payments and The
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Animal Rights with the Partia
mentary Secretariat for Fisheries,
Aquaculture and Animal Rights.
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A Feast of Talen

here are over 3,000
restaurants in
Malta and Gozo.
This Is an official
figure. Goodness. It
Is certalnly a great deal of
cateries for such a small space.
As we know, some are good,
some are bad. many indiffer-
ent. Some are a Pizza and
Pasta outfit for a quick meal.
It looks as if most have raised
their prices thus discouraging
middle income patrons from
cating out too often. Everyone
is making all kinds of excuses
for raising prices and not only
restauranteurs. ‘It's the war in
Ukraine_. in the Middle East_.
Brexit_ the government,
Joseph Muscat even..” The
main reason Is Greed and try-
ing to make up for losses dur-
Ing the Covid years. The public
retaliates by eating out less.

Many restaurants have put ta-
bles and chairs on pavements
{eg in Marsaxiokk and Marsas-
cala, Sliema, Valletta) with chairs
right on the edge of the pave-
ment, endangering the life of pa-
trons while swallowing polluted
air with their drink. | avoid such
places and those where musicis
loud

I have also dined in a couple of
excellent restaurants which have
not been given an award Per-
haps they will be next year.

When the late Colin Best and

Restgurants, some 24 years
ago, who would have though
that it would become so popu-
lar and its awards so sought
after.

After drinks and speeches
dinner started being served at
around 830pm tollowed by
the Presentation of Awards.

All wines served were from
the Meerendal Wine Estate,
South Africa. This was setup in
1702. | have visited South
Africa several times as | had
iricnds there with whom |
staved on my way to some con-
Jevence Ja Botwana, ZLin-
babwe and others. It is such a
beautiful country. The South
Africans are relaxed and love
their tipple and have well
equipped bars in their homes.

The restaurant guide involves
you in the selection process. Itis
the only sole survey-based, ob-
jective restaurant guide exclu-
sively covering the Maltese
islands. It showcases the top 150
restaurants across Malta and
Gozo, spanning a wide range of

gt -l
Dr Philp Manduca, Margaret

Bozzino and Amelia Saint
George

culinary experiences, from
beloved cafés to upscale fine
dining establishments, each
catering to various price cate-

gories.

For the latest guide over 4,000
surveys were submitted by reg-
ular diners who typically enjoy
one to two dining experiences
per week, totalling an impressive
323, 154 dining occasions. These
surveys assessed food quality,
service, ambience, and featured
comments on restaurants visited
over the past year.

The yearly Gala Dinoer is the
culmination of a year of hard
work both on the part of
restaurant  staff and the
Guide's team who have to
gather and process an enor-
mous amount of data apart
from afl the other work in-
volved.

Most guests rose to the occa-
sion, the men turning up in
dinner jacket and the women
in some splendid long dresses.

The Definitive(ly) Good Guide
to Restaurants Awards
Ceremony is spousared by the
Malta Tourism Authority, Global
Payments and The Ministry for
Agriculture, Fisheries & Animal
Rights with the Parllamentary
Secretariat lor Fisheries, Aqua-
culture & Animal Welfare. The
Parliamentary secretary, Alica
Bugeja Said was present and pre
SOnlod SOTe aWards.

Based on diner voting, only
150 restaurants make it to be
included free in the The
Definitivefly) Good Guide to
Restaurunts in Multa & Gozo and
on its official portal
wwWww 'ﬂlllufﬂl!fj"lﬂ“ﬂ com

Congratulations go to the team
at de Mondion who were rated
Top Overall restaurant for 2024

The top 40 restaurants winning
award plates for most highly
rated were:

de Mandion, The Phoenix, Level

Denise Briffa and Lisa Grech,
The Definitive(ly) Good Guide
to Restaurants in Malta & Gozo

Nine by Oliver Glowig, La Mer,

Sole by Tarragon, Dinner in the

Sky, The BoatHouse Gozo, Scala,

One80 Valletta, Don Royale, Step

15, Azar, Caviar & Bull, The Aft

Galley, Ta" Rozi, Rebekah's, Bas-
tion Bar & Restaurant, Beppe's,
Fernando’s, Bacchus, L'Or-
angerie, Onda Blu, Venus, MUZA,
UnderGrain, Ventuno, Ta' Tona,
Ma Luigi, Acqua Biu, Noni, Ii-
Bitha, Barbajean, TemptAsian,
Galea's Kitchen, The Rooftop at
the Embassy, Root 81, Palazzo
Preca, Maggie's, Grotto Tavern,
Lovage. For other awardees and
further information go to the of-

ficial portal above.

Here are some comments:

FROM LISA GRECH,
PUBLISHER OF THE GUIDE

~it was a wonderful evening
with the best of the restau-
rants gathered under one
roof. | felt honoured to be able
together with my team to pres-
ent the top 40 survey rated
restaurants in Malta and Gozo
with commemorative plates as
well as the special awards to
Malta and Gozo lop restau-
rants.

It’s ultimately thanks to reg-
ular diners out who rate their
favourite restaurants that the
restaurants get to be included
inthe latest 2024 Guide which
we launched on the cvening.

So, many thanks to them ™

MANAGING DIRECTOR, XARA
COLLECTION, JUSTIN ZAMMIT
TABONA

“lam very proud of de Mon-
dion and their (fantastic
achievements. It Is such a won-
derful feeling, knowing that
we were awarded for such
prestigious honours following
patrons’ feedback through The
Definitive(ly) Good Guide sur-
vey. At Xara Collection, culsine
has always been at the fore
front of our values. We are

A

Your Diarest, (k;ﬂ-g the cold), Amelia St George, Lea Hogg,
Dr Philip Manduca, Jans Grixtl, Louisa Cutajar and Denise lr\ih.-’

continuously pushing gastro-

nomic boundaries and creat-

ing moments. With the
introduction of our sustain-
ability project, Xara Gardens,
our farming experts and chefs
work together to forge new
dishes with our homegrown
crops to create culsine for sus-

tainable development.

I would like to take this op-
portunity in congratulating
the de Mondion team once
again and thanking our pa-
troms for their contimwows sup-
pory”

ROBYN PRATT , GENERAL
MANAGER, PHOENICIA HOTEL
MALTA

“The Phoenicia Malta culinary
and '3 team ded
The Malta Restaurants Awards
night proud that this year we did
not have just one restourant rep-
resented but two. Both our
Phoenix (now rebranded to Con-
tessa) and Bastion Restaurants
made it to op 40 and consider-
ing that this is the first year we
opened Bastion Restaurant for
dianer as well as lunch we were
extremely proud to have been
DORNRGINT and RN 8 W nean-
ber 17

We have been working hard be-
hind the scenes with our calinary
teams to fine-tune our culinary
experiences and to win Best
Food Award, the cherry on the
cake for us as It made all the hard
work and extra hours worth
while. The calinary team led by
vur Executive Chel Daniel Debat-
tista are a fantastic team of
young professionals all wanting
to deliver the best and we are ex-
tremely proud of them.

Contessa (formerly Phoemix)
came in second place in Overall
Best Restaurant with a 50/50 for
food which is just fntastic

We scored 49 in both ambieace
and service so overall we scored
49 which ts an outstanding testi-

monial for all the team.

We now look forward to taking
Contessa to the next jevel so that
we can ensure the team wall
again be standing on the stage
oext year for more awards.”

three awards, including recog-
nition as third best restaurant
in Malta and first place in
Gozo. The Gala was an ex-
traordinary opportunity to in-
troduce ourselves and our
culinary excellence. Thank
you for your support and look
forward to particpating again
in the future.”

We had a lovely table, good
company. But | have just one
complaint, the music was sim
ply oo lowd How alten are peo-
ple complain aboul
10ud masic wr el kunds ol places
including restaurapts? There
was a good violinist. He would
have been enough but he was
accompamied by recorded
music. Just too loud Music
should be kept in the back-
ground and not be allowed to
take over. Otherwise it was a
most enjoyablé“and beautifully
organised evening.

The organisers deserve some
sort of award as well.

poing 'o

mbenoit@hotmail couk




Press

https://lovinmalta.com/food/malta-and-gozos-top-40-restaurants-of-the-year-announced-at-2023-

definitively-good-guide-awards/

https://lovinmalta.com/food/this-is-maltas-best-restaurant-for-2023-according-to-the-definitively-

good-guide/

https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2023-12-10/newspaper-lifestyleculture/24-years-of-The-
Definitive-ly-Good-Guide-to-Restaurants-in-Malta-Gozo-6736256985

https://newsbook.com.mt/jithabbru-r-rebbieha-ta-the-definitively-good-guide-to-restaurants-

awards/

https://maltadaily.mt/winners-announced-in-the-definitively-good-guide-restaurant-survey-2023/

https://maltadaily.mt/marvin-gauci-receives-best-chef-award-at-the-definitively-good-guide-to-

restaurants-awa rds/

https://www.phoeniciamalta.com/2023/12/05/top-food-award/

https://tvmnews.mt/en/news/de-mondion-crowned-best-overall-restaurant-in-malta-at-prestigious-

awards-ceremony/

https://maltadaily.mt/last-chance-to-vote-for-your-favourite-eatery-for-the-restaurants-malta-

awards/

https://blog.bookia.eu/entertainment/bookia-sponsors-best-newcomer-award-2024/

https://bnnbreaking.com/lifestyle/food/de-mondion-crowned-maltas-top-restaurant-in-2024-

awards/

Media

Business News: The Definitive(ly) Good Guide Co Awards 2024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXv3bfQpQeo
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